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In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is:

To glorify and worship God and to further his kingdom on earth; To declare 

and show the love of Christ for all people to the people of Sandon; To teach, 

encourage and help people to be disciples of Christ; To proclaim Christ’s 

Gospel to the people of Sandon and the wider world;

To encourage commitment and personal growth in Christian discipleship 

and spirituality; To channel God’s love through service and care for all.

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Please see the Parish Diary on Page 4 for this month’s services.

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Wednesday 9.15am   Holy Communion

REGULAR ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Tuesday  10.30am - Noon  Coffee & Chat.

  3.45 pm - 5.15 pm     SALT for children (4-7yrs)

     and their families (in term time)

  6.30pm - 9.15pm  Youth Fellowship (Village Hall).

  7.45pm   Bell ringers. 

Wednesday 2.00pm - 3.30pm  Tiny Tots

Friday  7.30pm - 8:30pm  Choir Practice. 

WHO'S WHO

Priest-In-Charge:  Revd. C. Ashley  Tel: 01245 243863

Churchwardens:   Mrs. C. J. Mennie Tel: 01245 281305

   Mr. M. Puffett  Tel: 01245 222066

Hon. Treasurer:     Mr. I. A. Underwood Tel: 01245 225756

Hon. Secretary:     Mr. D. M. Farrar  Tel: 01245 471484

Electoral Roll Officer: Mrs. P. Eden  Tel: 01245 223415

Bell Ringers:          Mr. N. Tovey  Tel: 01245 472692

Choirmaster:  Mr. J. Gilder  Tel: 01245 471731

Organist:   Mr. R. Woods   Tel: 01245 268304

Flowers:                    Mrs. B. Underwood Tel: 01245 225756

Tiny Tots:                  Mrs. A. Read  Tel: 01245 474858

Magazine Editor:  Mr. N. Bobeldijk  Tel: 01245 471756

Members of P.C.C.: Brian Amey, Nick Bobeldijk, Richard Cecil,  

   Judy Cecil, David Farrar, James Gilder,

   Christine Mennie, Michael Puffett, Alison Read,

   Dennis Terry, Jack Whinney, Ian Underwood.

Arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and visiting of the sick may be made 

with Revd. Clive Ashley, or with the Churchwardens.

ORGANISATIONS & ACTIVITIES IN SANDON & HOWE GREEN

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HOWE GREEN

Minister: Revd J. Sermon (01245 601662). 

Sunday Service: 11.00am Morning Service (Communion 2nd Sunday). 

SANDON PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings are usually on the 2nd Monday of the month and are held alternately in 

Sandon Village Hall and at Howe Green.

Chair: Mr I. Wright

Parish Clerk: Mrs S. Dobson. (01245 227734)

Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes Lane,

Sandon, Essex CM2 7RP

SANDON VILLAGE HALL

Chair: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682)

Secretary: Mrs J. Cecil (01245 224747)

Caretaker/Bookings: Mr S. Turner (01245 471575)

Hall Telephone (message facility) (01245 471970)

Treasurer: Mr N. Bobeldijk (01245 471756)

Beaver Cub Leader: Mrs J. Bernardes (01245 476830)

Brownie Guider: Mrs S. Little (01621 840525)

Cub Scout Leader: Mrs J. Blake (01245 603155)

Garden & Allotment Assn.: Mrs E Tappin (01245 476951)

Girl Guides: Ms. J. Ronaldson (07939 047987)

Over Sixties: Mrs S. Whinney (01245-222239)

Sandon W.I.: Mrs A. Harvey (01245 474294)

Group Scout Leader: Mr N. Paul (01245 474891)

Sports Club: Mr G. Lucas  (Secretary) (01245 283730) 

Youth Fellowship: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682) 

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Wednesdays 6.00pm 1st Sandon Brownies in the Village Hall

Last Wednesday 2.00 - 4.15pm Over Sixties Club.

Thursdays 5.00 - 6.15pm Beaver Cubs in the Village Hall.

6.15 - 7.45pm 1st Sandon Cub Scouts in Village Hall.

8.00 - 9.30pm Sandon Scouts in the Village Hall

2nd Thursday 2.00pm Women's Institute in the Village Hall. 

Please inform the editor of any alterations.

The editor is pleased to accept notices, reports and articles from any Village organisation,

whether or not connected with the Church. Inclusion of any such items is at the Editor’s sole

discretion. Verbal requests for insertions cannot be accepted.

Editor: Nick Bobeldijk 34 Gilmore Way, Great Baddow, CM2 7AW.

Email: nickbob@easynet.co.uk Tel: 01245 471756



From The RectoryFrom The RectoryFrom The RectoryFrom The Rectory
Dear Friends
As the Summer Term at school ends, we begin to plan for the next academic 
year, be it full-time education or an adult education evening class.  ‘Back to 
School’ and ‘Back to College’ banners will appear only too soon in school 
uniform and stationary shop windows, much to the annoyance of the children.  
New and re-cycled school uniforms, books, dictionaries and even laptops will 
be purchased on Mum and Dad’s credit card.  The summer is always a 
significant time for younger and older students who are moving on from infant 
to junior school, from junior to senior school and for some the significance of 
this summer lies in their expected exam results.  Therefore the summer can be 
a time of rejoicing as new horizons open up or a time of heartache and 
disappointment as dreams are shattered.  
So maybe the hardest part of this summer will be ‘Learning to cope’ with 
decisive moments, milestones and turning points.  We ‘Oldies’ who “have the 
Tee-shirt” must try and remember how difficult it was.  These decisive 
moments are when we need people around us who are willing to share in both 
the sense of achievement and laughter as well as the tears and fears.  
Most of all, we need our nearest family and friends to listen to us when we’re 
ready to talk.  Trying to communicate from inside the ‘fall-out bunker’ is not the 
best way!  We do need to emerge from the bunker and find some words (as 
opposed to grunts) which express how we feel when things aren’t as we 
hoped or when the prospect of change in our lives turns out to be more 
frightening than exciting.  Leaving home and all that is familiar behind can turn 
out to be a weird concoction of all our emotions.
The prospect of seeing our first child leave home for their first day at infant 
school can be as bad as leaving them at their new university student 
accommodation with other recently evolved sub-zero cool freshers.   Being left 
behind, when everyone it seems, has moved on is equally disturbing and 
again we need to talk and real friends to listen.  The summer means 
opportunity, decision making and change, a time when it’s not uncommon for 
people of all ages to even resort to God for guidance.  How desperate must 
they be!  You know where I’m coming from and that I would recommend 
‘praying’ as a good thing.   Begin by finding a quiet place to be alone and then 
just say to God, “this is how it is Lord.................. (you fill this bit in!).”
Will anything happen?  The answer is yes and there is a ‘but’ that goes with 
the ‘yes’.  What happens will be the best thing for you and for the others in 
your prayer, which means you and they may not get the rubbish you asked for!  
It’s worth remembering that just as you need to get all these things off your 
chest with God, He also may have something He would like you to hear, so 
don’t forget that prayer is actually a dialogue not a monologue.
Have a super summer.
Love and prayers, Clive.



Sunday 1st

9th Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion  (BCP) 

          [LB]

10.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

10.00 Morning Worship  [LB]

12.30 Baptism [S]

18.30 Evensong [LB]

Wednesday 4th  

09.15 A Celebration of Wholeness 

 and Healing with

 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 5th 

10.00 A Celebration of Wholeness 

and Healing with Holy Communion

[St Andrew’s Chapel, LB]

Sunday 8th 

10th Sunday after Trinity

10.00 Morning Worship [S]

10.00 Parish Eucharist [LB]

12.00 Baptism [S]

18.30 Parish Eucharist [S]

Wednesday 11th 

09.15 Holy Communion (BCP) [S]

Thursday 12th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 15th 

The Blessed Virgin Mary

10.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

10.00 Family Service [LB]

18.30 Evening Eucharist [LB]

Wednesday 18th 

09.15 Holy Communion (CW) [S]

Thursday 19th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 22nd 

12th Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP) [S]

10.00 Morning Worship [S]

10.00 Parish Eucharist [LB]

18.30 Informal Evening Worship [S]

Wednesday 25th 

09.15 Holy Communion (BCP) [S]

Thursday 26th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 29th 

13th Sunday after Trinity

10.00 Joint Parishes Eucharist  at

St Mary’s, Little Baddow, 

followed by a BBQ at 12 noon for all 

from the Chelmer Crouch Group of 

Churches.

Little Baddow and Sandon    

Church Services 

in AUGUST 2010



Rev’d Kate Moore

We have been celebrating, but we are sad. On Sunday 4th July our Kate was ordained 

a deacon by the acting bishop of Chelmsford in Chelmsford Cathedral and is now to 

leave us to serve in the parish of All Saints, Springfield.

Kate’s ordination is the culmination of a demanding part time three-year training 

course for the ministry at St Mellitus College, part of Middlesex University, at the end 

of which she was awarded a 2.1. Throughout this she has continued with her full time 

job as headmistress of Birch Church of England Primary School. She lives in Witham 

and joined us some half a dozen years ago as a Reader (non ordained ministry 

assistant) to help Rev’d Keith Plaister both here and in East Hanningfield.

 

Kate has served us well, giving of herself in thoughtful sermons, leading bible study 

groups and generally being part of the church. She was also for ten years assistant 

coordinator to the Mid Essex Group of the Chernobyl Children’s Project. She does not 

find much time for relaxation, but she is well supported by a close family and adores 

her nieces and nephews, and is a member of a special choir, which during school 

holidays sings in Cathedrals for a week or so, usually when the resident choir is taking 

a break.

Immediately following her ordination Kate gave a lovely relaxed celebration party at 

St Andrew’s, which was attended by members of her family, her team from Birch, 

friends from Witham and elsewhere and everyone from St Andrew’s who could make 

it - much enjoyed by all 

Kate we wish you well and hold you in our hearts and prayers.

                                     Jack Whinney

Sandon Eggheads

Congratulations to Sandon W.I. on coming first in the Essex Federation Annual Quiz. 

The final took place at Boreham Village Hall on July 2nd with 10 teams competing 

from all round the country.

This only goes to prove that the Sandon W.I. not only have beauty but brains as well!

Well done to you all.     Christine Mennie

SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE:

The closing date for next month’s magazine will be Tuesday 10 August 2010. 

Please note earlier monthly deadline date. This will be the normal 

monthly date for receipt of copy for future issues.   Ed.



 

Supper There is a supper 

together at the beginning of each 

session which gives people a 

chance to get to know each 

other.

Talk After each talk we divide 

into small groups to discuss the 

topic of the evening, ask 

questions and express opinions.

Coffee & Small groups Listen, 

learn, discuss and discover. And 

ask anything. Alpha is a place 

where no question is too simple 

or too hostile.

Alpha runs in every 

type of church, 

including:

• Anglican, Roman Catholic, 

Baptist, Presbyterian, 

Methodist, Salvation 

Army, Free Church, 

Pentecostal, Assemblies of 

God and House Churches 

• All the churches provide 

the same material, 

making alterations only to 

suit local culture 

Alpha is run in 

different contexts:

• Alpha for Prisons 

• Alpha for Students 

• Youth Alpha 

• Alpha for Forces 

• Alpha for Catholics

"Alpha is perfect for anyone with 

an inquiring mind and a huge 

heart... Try it now - I guarantee 

it will have a massive impact on 

your life!"

Diane Louise Jordan, 

Television Presenter

How much?

There is no charge for the Alpha 

course, although donations 

towards the cost of food would be 

helpful.  Some new books will be 

available for sale.  Course books 

are free of charge.

(Continued on Page 7)



(Continued from Page 6)

The Press

"What Alpha offers, and what is attracting thousands of people, is 

permission, rare in secular culture, to discuss the big questions - life and 

death and their meaning."

Madeleine Bunting, The Guardian

"Alpha is an unqualified triumph."

Clifford Longley, The Daily Telegraph

"What distinguishes Alpha from other initiatives is the easy-going, relaxed 

feel of the proceedings - that, and its astonishing success."

Damian Thompson, The Times

What next? 

There are more than 24,000 Alpha courses running in churches of all 

denominations around the world and St Mary’s, Little Baddow and 

St. Andrew’s, Sandon are running a course here for you.  What 

about making a time commitment and coming this time through to 

the end, away day and all. 

Dates & Talk titles

Can be found on the reverses of this information sheet

(See following Page. Ed.)

If you would like to attend the introductory evening or 
decide to “do” the Alpha Course, simply give your name 

and contact details to the Priest-in-Charge, The Revd 
Clive Ashley.



 

July meeting of Sandon W.I.

Eileen Bartrup, President, welcomed members and the speaker, Andy Malcolm 
and thanked Norma Monck for the flowers. 

Last month’s meeting with Doreen Potter had been great fun and the day out at 
Denman College very successful and Maria Green was thanked for organising 
it. We had been able to give the Village Hall fund £15 from the proceeds of the 
Village fete, and Sandon had won the Federation Quiz, and were congratulated 
by Eileen, and also June Ward, the County Chairman. Members were reminded 
to bring their entries for the bookmark competition along as they had to be in by 
July 22nd. Future events included a walk round Danbury Common followed by 
lunch at the Cricketers on July 15th, the August Open evening on August 12th, 
with entertainment by the Barbershop quartet and a Gardener’s question time 
on September 15th. Please bring questions along to the next meeting. There 
will be a trip to Norwich on November 18th and the group carol service will be 
at Little Baddow on December 8th (unfortunately, this clashes with the 
Federation Carol service in Chelmsford Cathedral). There will also be a Drama 
festival on April 8th at Little Baddow, and Val Chiswell will get details.

The Speaker, Andy Malcolm gave an amusing and informative talk about his 
work with the Royal Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen, and illustrated it with some 
sea shanties. The Mission has been going for 130 years and supports 
fishermen and their families in times of difficulty. While the number of fishermen 
has declined in recent years, it is still a very dangerous occupation and the 
Mission has many calls either due to injury, death or financial hardship He also 
told us that the origin of “Fish and Chips” was lost in time, but the first fish and 
chip shop opened in 1860. He was thanked by Val Chiswell. After tea which, as 
it was July was strawberries and cream, Moira Wiltshire told us about the 
Annual Meeting in Cardiff where she had been our delegate. More than 4,500 
women attended and sang Jerusalem with gusto Ruth Bond, the new Chairman 
said that there had been 180,000  members last year, and 118 new Institutes 
formed including many in towns.   The aim was to have  250,000 by 2015, our 
centenary year, with ( hopefully) the Annual meeting being in the O2 arena. 
Subscriptions next year would be £30, with 50% going to the Institutes, 25% to 
Federation and 25% to National. The resolution on correct labeling of the origins 
of food was passed  by a large majority, and there was an excellent speech from 
John Bercow, the Speaker of the House of Commons, which had to be given by 
Video link, and Gwen Parry Jones, the only female director of a Power Station.

The “sea quiz” was won by Marjorie Edwards and the flower of the Month by 

Monica Richardson. Eileen thanked members for coming and reminded them 
about the August Open Evening. 

Anne Nickol



Sandon Choir

 

If you are a regular in The Crown, you may know that there has been a choir in 

Sandon for many years (look closely at the photos next time you are in there!).  

The first choir was set up in the 1930s by Mrs Andrews who was the Rector's 

wife, and funnily enough my grandfather was one of its founder members, a 

fact I find strange as I never heard him sing in tune!

 

Whilst we do not still possess the hats they used to wear, Sandon Choir still 

sings every week for services, and we practice on Friday evenings in the St 

Andrew's Room.  We are a group of people from all walks of life, of varying 

ability, who just really enjoy singing, and often a pint or two afterwards.  

 

In the past couple of years we have branched out from just singing in Sandon, 

and have joined with others for an evensong at Danbury, as well as attending 

choral workshops in Colchester and even a service at a Cambridge College 

(where we were spectators rather than guest stars, it has to be said!)

 

Signing seems to be in fashion at the moment - you only have to look at 

Saturday night tv to realise that there are a lot of people of all ages who enjoy 

doing it.  But what a lot of people don't realise is that singing in a group or 

choir is the way that a lot of the most famous stars learnt to read music, to hold 

a tune, and to sing in harmony.  Plus it is really fun!  Every Christmas several 

former members of our choir who are now at univeristy, or even in jobs, come 

back and give us a hand for our popular candlelit carol service, and each one 

has said to me how much they miss being part of an organisation that helped 

them learn about music, and which was very much part of their life.

 

So, if you fancy giving it a go, don't worry if you don't read music or have 

never tried before, it is never too late to start.  Give me a ring or send me an 

email....and don't worry, unlike Simon Cowell, I don't do auditions!

 

James Gilder 

FUN DAY MEETING

There will be a meeting for the next fun day on Thursday,
2nd September, 10.30am at 34 Gilmore Way Great Baddow.  If anyone
 would like to come along please give me a  ring on 01245 471756  
Liz Bobeldijk

The Church Electoral Roll - What is it? 

If it sounds dull - “just a list of names” - then it is!  Nevertheless, what 

lies behind such a boring list?  It is the personal and public statement of 

intent by a number of people to support their church in a variety of 

ways.

So what is the Electoral Roll?   Under Church of England rules, a new 

Roll is prepared every few years, the current one being set up in 2007.  

Revision in the form of additions and deletions, subject to Parochial 

Church Council approval, takes place annually.  The Roll reflects the 

active core of church supporters entitled to vote at church meetings.  

Contrary to popular belief, an applicant does not have to be resident in 

the parish.

Why an Electoral Roll?   Because the applicants consider a number of 

significant statements before signing their form, the Roll takes on a 

wider meaning.  It becomes a list of those who have declared their 

willingness to participate more fully in the life of their church by regular 

attendance at Services and in the giving of their time and talents within 

the church and the local community.

To those already on the Roll, it seems to be a natural step for all fellow 

worshippers to apply.  Have you ever felt called to take that extra step? 

If so, have a word with our priest, Revd Clive Ashley (243863) or 

myself (223415).  There’s no time like the present! 

Pat Eden, Electoral Roll Officer

Stride and Ride

Time to get those bikes out of the shed and get into practice for the 

annual 'STRIDE and RIDE'.

 Sponsor forms will be available soon from Janet Terry 01245 472997.

 Half of all money collected goes to the Friends of Essex Churches and 

half to our own church (Sandon).

Janet Terry



Sandon Garden and Allotment Association

 

Tips for your garden and allotment

 

Now your tomato plants are coming into flower don’t forget to feed them. We sell a 

seaweed feed or a tomato feed in the trading shed. The seaweed base feed is good for 

most crops and will help them in this dry weather. Also keep watering your plants 

regularly, as irregular watering can cause the fruits to split or cause blossom end rot.

 

To use a glut of tomatoes why not make tomato soup. You can vary a basic soup by 

adding a chopped red pepper or some chilli or both.

 

Basic recipe for tomato soup:

 

1 large onion - chopped

1 carrot - chopped

1 stick celery - chopped

2 cloves garlic - chopped

2 lb 8 oz ripe tomatoes - skinned and seeds removed

1 tsp fresh marjoram (or ¼ tsp dried marjoram)

16 fl oz water

4 to 5 tbsp double cream or yoghurt

2 tsp olive oil

Fresh basil or coriander

 

In a large saucepan heat the olive oil, add the onion, carrot and celery and cook over a 

medium heat until the vegetables are softened. Add tomatoes and their juice, garlic and 

marjoram and cook for another 2-3 minutes.

 

Stir in the water, reduce the heat, cover and simmer for approx. 45 minutes. Stir 

occasionally.

 

Allow the soup to cool, then put it into the blender.

 

Return to saucepan over a medium/low heat, add cream or yoghurt and season to taste. 

Some chopped fresh basil or coriander can also be added at this point. Serve with some 

crusty bread or just as it is.

 

After the soup has been blended it can also be left to go cold and put into containers 

for freezing. Just defrost it when required and finish off as above.

 

The Sandon Garden and Allotment Association trading shed is open every Sunday 

morning from 10 to 12 a.m. for all your gardening requirements. All are welcome. To 

join it’s £2.50, or £1.50 for senior citizens, children free. 
Enjoy a nice summer.     Eileen Tappin

YOUR  CHURCH YARD AND MEMORIAL GARDEN

It has an area of about 0.7 acres and therefore is a significant part of the centre 

of Sandon! It also has some excellent specimen trees and is effectively a small 

arboretum! It is the Church yard!! 

 Some 25 years ago  Reg Bush planted out a number of saplings in  the 

Church yard and his long term vision was excellent because today we have 

Limes, Weeping Willow, Juniper. Holm Oak, Maple and Liquidamber to name 

but a few. All together there are about 30 different types of trees which  

include Harry Lauders Walking Stick and of course our famous Handkerchief 

tree (Davidia involucrate vilmoriniana) to those who prefer the Latin name.

 Currently the Churchyard grass is tended by a range of helpers- after 

George ‘hung up his boots’ a few years ago. These include Dennis Terry, Nick 

Mennie, David Farrar and John Willsmer --. We however do need another 

volunteer please to do just a small area which is neglected for want of about 

two hours a week labour.

Please contact the undersigned or a Churchwarden – don’t be shy!

 A major feature of the Church yard is the Memorial Garden which, 

with the financial aid of a Parishioner was significantly improved in 2001; 

from which time Memorial plaque names have been affixed around the 

wooden-beamed perimeter. The Garden is currently looked after by Christine 

Mennie and Christine Farrar who ‘weed and feed’ and add perennial flowers as 

often as they can.

 On a regular basis Parishioners have a get- together to improve aspects 

of the Church yard and also recently 13 unwanted trees alongside a 

neighboring fence were removed to get in extra light and enhance the area. 

This required special permission of course and further expense to remove the 

remains- all now done.

 Overall therefore your local Church yard does take quiet a bit of 

annual maintenance and as usual relies mostly on local support. Mention here 

must be made of a man from Hall Lane who regularly trims the car park 

hedge—many thanks!! 

 Any Parishioner can muck in and help so do stop and have a chat and 

lend a hand—or arm or something please! It is good for the figure and exercise 

now is a good way to avoid ending up in the Church yard prematurely!!

David Farrar

A mother was teaching her three year old daughter The Lord's Prayer. For several 

evenings at bedtime, she repeated it after her mother. One night she said she was ready 

to solo. The mother listened with pride, as she carefully said each word right up to the 

end..."And lead us not into temptation", she prayed, "but deliver us some e-mail, 

Amen."         Dennis Terry


